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Andy Fallas (top) and John Middleton
enjoying the speakers at the annual
Burns Supper at the A & SH of C
Officers’ Mess.

GALA NIGHT 2008
Wednesday, 7 May
MacNab Church

Its time for your class to
prepare a dance which you can
present on Gala Night. This
promises to be an evening of
fun and entertainment. More
information in the next Rant.
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Chairman’s Message

A very Happy New Year to you all. Dancing has begun again for the second
half of our 2007-2008 season with the reconvening of our weekly classes and
monthly dances. | am pleased to hear that our Beginners’ Class is again filled
with many eager participants. All of our other classes are also up and running.
If you haven’t already done so, please forward your lesson payments to your
class teacher as soon as possible. The cost is $65.00 each per term.

Our monthly dances are attracting many participants. We were delighted with
the turn out for our Annual Christmas Dinner and Dance at the Scottish Rite in
early December. The January Monthly Dance again is still a cause for concern
in the lack of attendees. The Dance Programme had a wonderful blend of new
and old dances and of course the music of Bobby Brown and the Scottish
Accent was thoroughly enjoyed by all. However, we did have a problem with
the refreshments provided by the YWCA and thus the Committee of
Management has agreed that this is the time to change our venue. The
February and March Monthly Dances will now be held at MacNab
Church, beginning as usual at 8:00 p.m. The bands will still be the same.
Hopefully this change will permit us to save a bit of expense, as well as to have
a better control over the refreshments.

There are many upcoming special events in the Branch and | would heartily
recommend your attendance at each. These include our Hamilton Workshop
on March 8 at Tecumseh School; our Annual Ball on April 5 at
Michaelangelo’s; our Gala Night on May 7 at MacNab and the Annual
General Meeting on May 14, also at MacNab. There is further information on
the Workshop and the Ball included in this edition of the RANT.

Looking ahead to the fall of 2008, please mark the weekend of October 17-19,
for our Annual Hamilton Weekend. This year it will be held at the
Burlington Seniors’ Centre and will afford us a superb dance floor area; good
teaching areas as well as a locale for our Ceilidh and Dinner. We are looking to
bring in teachers from beyond the Hamilton area. More details will be
forthcoming. Mark your calendars to record all of these events and do plan to
attend as many as you can.

In the past few months we have worked on improving our public image. If you
can get a copy of “Snap Hamilton Mountain” a monthly publication, you will
see an account and photos from our December Christmas Dinner and Dance.
On January 24, a number of dancers along with John Middleton, as
commentator, visited CHCH’s Noon Hour Program and presented examples of
Scottish Country Dancing.

Our Demonstration Team, under the direction of Anne Miller, has been busy
promoting Scottish Country Dancing at several Burns Gatherings around
January 25. If you know of any organization that might appreciate having a
demonstration of SCD, please be in touch with Anne or with me.

Happy Dancing, i
John Aikman
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Dancing in Tahiti
Dancing in TAHITI 28 October 2007

During October Wilma and | enjoyed two weeks in
Tabhiti, one of the fabled South Pacific Islands. We
visited the main island, Tahiti Nui for 6 days, an
adjacent island, Moorea, for 4 days and finally Bora
Bora for 4 days. These islands are part of the Society
Islands which were explored by Captain James Cook
(in 1769), Bougainville and several other European
explorers. They are also referred to as the Windward
and Leeward Islands and are part of French
Polynesia. The economy is supported by France and
French is the common language besides several
aboriginal languages but some people also spoke
English. We had no trouble because we can manage
to get along in French.

The Tabhitian islands are just south of the equator at
18° south latitude, 150° west longitude and are of
volcanic origin. The climate is therefore tropical with
pleasant, refreshing sea breezes. The islands are as
wonderful as described in the tourist brochures —
turquoise lagoons protected by a coral reef surround
each island, warm seas and mostly gentle breezes
and fish in abundance. The people are very soft
spoken and friendly. The climate in October was
mostly mild but hot during the middle of the day with
intense bright sunshine — a good excuse for an early
afternoon siesta. The interior of the islands is
mountainous with peaks of 2241 m in Tahiti Nui, 1201
m in Moorea and 661 m in Bora Bora. A humber of
companies run interior safari tours in 4x4 Land-Rover
vehicles.

A famous industry in Tahiti is the farm production of
black pearls. The pearls are so named because they
are produced by the black-lipped oyster and are not
all black. These black pearls are used extensively
with mother-of-pearl shells to produce jewelry and
table decorations. The currency is the French Pacific
Franc (CFP) worth about 1.3 Canadian cents so most
prices are quoted in thousands and a 1000 franc note
is a mere C$13. We were disappointed to find the
prices so high for everything - about 3 to 5 times the
cost of things in Canada or the US and we found
ourselves spending 5,000 and 10,000 notes with
remarkable frequency. For example, a simple
continental breakfast (toast, coffee, croissant, juice)
was 1300 CFP (= C$17) each. Fortunately our
Canadian bank cards worked nicely in the Bank of
Tahiti ATMs and our daily visits produced a never-
ending succession of 10,000 notes.
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Tahitians live at the opposite end of the day from us -
that is they start early and finish early. The 153-year-
old main market (Le Marché) in Pape’ete, the capital,
opens at 4 am during the week and at 3 am on
Sunday! We were going for breakfast at 6am and by
then the streets were buzzing with traffic and people.
Almost everything shuts down by 6 pm and Pape'ete
goes dead. The only exceptions we discovered were
the brightly coloured ‘roulottes’ in the harbour-front
park (Vai'ete Square), a few restaurants and some
night spots. The ‘roulottes’ are vans with the interior
converted to a kitchen (comparable to a ‘chip wagon’)
but with their own tables, seats and awnings arranged
around the van for customers. Their reputation for
good food meant that the park was crowded from
early evening. One morning we awoke about 4am to
the sound of a loud drum beating in the street outside
our hotel. Apparently a nearby night club had spilled
its customers out into the street where they continued
their noisy celebrations.

Travel between the island is mostly by plane and
since the runways on the outer islands are short, Air
Tahiti operates smaller turboprop planes on domestic
service. Most of these are ATR 42 or ATR 72 planes
with seats for 40 to 66 passengers although the airline
does have one Canadian de Haviland (now
Bombardier) Twin Otter. At least the airline brochure
still shows the Twin Otter but | believe that this was
the plane that crashed a couple of months ago in
Moorea with several fatalities. Landing in Bora Bora is
especially exciting because the airstrip is on a small
island which is part of the barrier reef on the northern
tip of the island and is therefore quite short. Pilots
invoke maximum reverse thrust from the engines and
give the brakes a good workout and even then arrive
at the end of the runway in a remarkably short time.
From the airport to a hotel requires a boat ride,
usually provided by the hotel. In our case, we traveled
through the lagoon from the northern tip to the
southern tip of the island where our hotel was located.
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No description of Tahiti would be complete with a
mention of the local dancing. We had the opportunity to
watch two shows one of which was on the beach in front
of our hotel. The girls’ most famous movement is to
swivel their hips and at some part of a dance to speed
up to a dizzying number of revolutions per second. The

movement is markedly exaggerated by a wreath of
flowers around the hips atop the low-slung grass skirt. A
second remarkable feature is that the girls wear coconut
shells cut in half instead of a bra which appeared to me
to be a rather uncomfortable form of dress. We found
these coconut shells in the local market (plain — C$20
and decorated with a ring of sea shells — C$32) and
indeed the edges were rough. Men also wear a grass
skirt and dance in a series of leaps with frequent stops to
perform a rapid in/out movement with the knees while
the feet are held together.

Charles Atkinson

Children’s Classes —
Tax Receipt

New tax laws allow us to issue a TAX RECEIPT for
children’s classes that you can use to claim against your
2007 fees. The classes are classed as “aerobic
exercise” so our treasurer has made sure Ann Malley is
able to issue receipts.

This Rant: Editor John Dinsmore
Next Rant: - Due: March 17, 2008
Editor: Pierre Arnold
Coordinator: Kathleen Noble

Golden Wedding

"Wilma BEATTIE and Charles ATKINSON were married
on 21 December 1957 in Wilma's home town of
Cowansville, Quebec. They met while Wilma was
teaching in Arvida (now Jonquiere) in the Saguenay
region of northern Quebec where Charlie was working
for Alcan (Aluminum Company of Canada). The first 3 of
their 5 children were born in Arvida before they moved to
the Niagara region in 1963 and joined the St. Catharines
Group (later Branch) of the RSCDS in January 1964.
They now have 14 grandchildren ranging in age from 1Y%
to 22 years."

December 21, 1957
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And the Winner is....

The raffle was a great success for many
reasons. We had some very enthusiastic
members take part. Kathleen Noble made
our raffle tickets and used her sewing
machine to make the perforated edges on
the raffle ticket which was very creative!

A big thank you to all of our ticket sellers:

Ann Miller
Rhonda Moore
lan Souter
J'ina & John Middleton
Carol Dinsmore
Ruth Mueller
Jean Donaldson
Carol Howe

The winners of the tickets were
Sue Giliauskas  and Brian  Sabaurin.
Claire Collier took home the bottle. For
pictures of the winners check the web pages
for the December dance. The raffle made a
profit of $300 for the Spring Ball!

Thanks to all of you who bought a ticket,
would you like to do it next year? Mark your
calendar!

Spring Ball 2008
Michelangelos
With Special Guest Bobby Brown.

This event is a jewel in the crown of Scottish
Country Dancing.

See you on the dance floor!
Lauren Woods

Ol |

Anna Lipp and J'ina Middleton joined me this
month to put together our Hotel Stuff into
individual  packages. Each  package
contained a bottle of shampoo and
conditioner, soap, a toothbrush, tooth paste,
lotion, and a face cloth. The packages were
delivered to Interval House which provides
emergency shelter and outreach services for
women and children.

Thank you to everyone who collected “hotel
stuff” and delivered it to me. | think it is a
simple concept that | would like to continue,
but | need your help. So please remember
every trip you make, think of those little
soaps and shampoos you leave behind, it
would be wonderful to deliver our packages
as often as we can! When you collect your
hotel items please just give them to me
anytime- at a dance, a class or a workshop.

Anyone who is interested in packaging, give
me your name and | will call you. Anne told
me a funny story about her collecting
experiences; she informed her husband on a
recent holiday that the little soaps in the
hotel were not to be used as they were going
home to Canada!

Lauren Woods
PS- After packaging everything | can say

that our branch certainly does some exotic
traveling!



Hamilton Branch RSCDS

April 5, 2008

Venue:  Michaelangelo Banquet Centre

1555 Upper Ottawa Street, Hamilton, ON
Music by: Bobby Brown & the Scottish Accent
Time: Cocktails at 6:00 pm - Dance 8:00 pm

Ball Programme

1. Flowers of Edinburgh 8x32 R 1/6

2. Joie de Vivre 8x32 J 39/2

3. Bridge of Nairn 8x32 S 13/11

4. Open the Door to Three 8x48 J 34/8

5. Fair Donald 8x32 S 29/4

6. Lady Mary Menzies Reel 8x32 R 7/5

7. The Westminster Reel 8x32 R 45/1

8. May Yarker's Strathspey 8x32 S 42/5

9. Ladies Fancy 6x32 J 13/12

10. Happy Returns 8x32 R MMMII

11. The Gentleman 8x32 S 35/5

12. The Wind in our Sails 8x32 J Hamilton 50"

13. The Hunting Horn 8x32 J SDA#66

14. The Trysting Place 6x32 S 35/6

15. The Reel of the Royal Scots 8x32 R RSCDS Lflt.7

16. Frae Scotia’s Shores We're Noo Awa’ 8x32 S RSCDS Lflt.2

17. The Wild Geese 8x32 J 24/3

18. Memory Lane 8x32 R Ena Smith Mem.B

Do
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Name: [] Special Diet Request (explain below)
Address: [] Please reserve a table for 8/10
Preferred table companions (explain below)

Telephone #: [ cash ] Cheque
Email Address: Overnight hospitality required [] Yes [] No
No. of tickets: $65.00 (Can)= Cheques payable: RSCDS Hamilton Branch Ball

$45.00 (Can)=

For tickets please contact Carol Dinsmore, 93 Main Street West, Grimsby, ON L3M 1R5, telephone number
905-945-5744 or email Carol at john.dinsmore@sympatico.ca
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HALLOWEEN at MacNab!!

Halloween is the only night of the year one can get dressed up and play out your fantasy in public!!

On October 31%, 2007 at MacNab Church we had a fine collection of witches, wizards, Professor
Trelawny and even Harry Potter stopped by! Also in attendance, serial killers, a pirate wench, a
crayon- an overall fine looking crowd! We truly had a goolish time!

Lauren Woods

Flowers of the Forest

Until a few years ago Alex danced with the Level 3 class. Well | thought it was a
few years ago until | started looking at pictures. Alex faithfully attended our
Hamilton Weekends and was on the Weekend Committee for several years. Both
Alex and husband Bob travelled to Buffalo, St. Catharines’, and as far afield as
Pawling, N.Y. Many of us have fond memories of happy dancing with Alex. |
particularly remember how happy she was with her new green taffeta dress shown

Hamilton in this old picture.
Weekend

1984 For anyone wanting to send a card to Bob his address is: 922 Regional Rd. #97,
RR3, Pushlinch, ON NOB 2J0

Kathleen Noble

Page 6
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Hamilton ON Branch Dancing Near
March Monthly Dance Programme

Macnasb Presbyterian Church and Far

March 2, 2008 o
Boston. If you are thinking

Let’s All Dance, Too of dancing in the Boston
MMM 2 area this year then a

34/3 workshop in Pinewoods is
Goldring/24 Graded where you want to be.
2/11

1.Wee Willie’s Jig RTR

2.Happy Returns 8x32

3.Glasgow Lasses 8x32

4.The Dancing Bees 8x32

5.Haymakers 4x48 i

6.The Saint John River 4x32 New Brunswick Their have anew

7.Round Reel of Eight 88 27/7 appllcatl_on process this
Intermission year, using an on-line

8.  Palnackie RTR Let’s All Dance, Too application arld not mglllng

9.  Hamilton House 8x32 7/10 out hard-copies of their

10.  Alltshellach 8x32 23/2 application form as they

11.  Pelorus Jack 8x32 411 have done in the past. So

12.  None so Pretty 8x40 19/1 please go to the Pinewoods

13.  Sean Truibhas Willichan ~ 8x32 2719 web site at

14. Maxwell’s Rant 8x32 18/10 http://www.rscdsboston.org

;Uwca;umt_.t_n
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Gregor Williamson
(781)-944-5252

Scottish Session 1: July 11-14, 2008
Scottish Session 2: July 14-19, 2008

Toronto. This is a special year for the Toronto branch and lots of events are listed on their web (with
a link to Toronto on our web pages).

Let’s Have A Ceildh,
March 15, 2008.
Where : Cooksville United Church.
2500 Mimosa Row, Mississauga.
Time: 7.00p.m.
Cost $ 10.00 for adults, children $ 5.00.

2" Toronto Event
Festival of Dance.
An enjoyable opportunity for social groups, demo groups to show case favourite dances

Saturday , April 5, 2008.

Location :  St. Leonard’s Anglican Church,
25 Wanless Ave, Toronto.

Time 1.00 pm to 4.pm.

Cost $5.00

Contact D. Bark 905 822 1707





